The Order of the Temple
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This Order begins with the candidate, a Knight of Malta, who, after soul-searching
reflection and suitable answers to certain questions, seeks to unite with a Commandery
of Knights Templar. To test his faith, he is directed to perform a certain number of years
of pilgrimage. Being full of zeal and wishing to accomplish more useful deeds, he
requests and is granted remission. He assumes a most solemn obligation, and then is
obligated to a certain number of years of knightly warfare, as a test of his courage and
constancy. Having satisfactorily performed these, he is admitted to the Asylum of the
Knights Templar, where he is a participant in certain memorial exercises to KS, HKofT,
GMHA, and Simon of Cyrene. He is then required to perform a time of penance in
token of his humility. Following this, he seals his membership in the Order in the most
solemn, impressive and binding manner, and is duly dubbed a member of the Valiant
and Magnanimous Order of the Temple. He receives an explanation of the important
accoutrements of Templary, the Grand Standard, Beauceant, and Sword. The body is
called a Commandery. The relevance of this sublime Order to the Christian Mason can
scarcely be overstressed. It provides a vivid connection between the Craft and
Christianity.



