
 
 

CRYPTIC MASONRY 

 
The Councils of Cryptic Masons operate under the jurisdiction of the Grand Council of 
Cryptic Masons of each state and most Grand Councils operate under the General Grand 
Council of the United States.  

They confer the following three degrees: 
Royal Master 
Select Master 
Super Excellent Master 

 
Without the Royal and Select Master degrees, neither the Master Mason degree nor the 
Royal Arch degree is complete. These two degrees account for the concealment and 
preservation of the treasures revealed in the Royal Arch. 
The Super Excellent Master is an honorary degree, qualifications for which are fulfilled 
by virtue of being in good standing in a Council. This degree is the most dramatic and 
spectacular of all Masonic systems. 

 


